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She is a tree of life to those who grasp her:
From the Midrash to the custom

1 -Proverbs 3
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13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, The man who attains
understanding. [...] 18 She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, and

whoever holds on to her is happy.
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2 -Leviticus 19:23
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When you enter the land and plant any tree for food, you shall
regard its fruit as forbidden. Three years it shall be forbidden for

you, not to be eaten.
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e According to the verse, what is the commandment?

3 - Leviticus Rabbah 25 (19 :23)
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She is a tree of life for those who grasp her.

Rav Houna in the name of Rabbi Aha: may the words of the
Torah not be in your eyes like a man who has an old
daughter and who wants to marry her to someone, but My
son, if you receive my words, and if you keep my precepts
with you, if you deserve it, take my words.
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e What is the subject of the verse according to the writer of the Midrash?

o Who is the old maid? Who's the father?
e  What does “grasp” mean to Rav Houna?

Rav Khounia in the name of Rabbi Binyamin ben Levy: it is a
king who says to his son "go out to trade". He told him "Dad,
I'm afraid of robbers on the roads and pirates on the sea".
What did his father do? He took a stick, carved it and inserted
an amulet into it and gave it to his son. He said to him, "This
stick in your hand, you will not be afraid of any creature." Thus
said the Creator to Israel: "My sons, practice the Torah and

you will not fear any creature."
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e How does the homily depict She is a tree of life for those who grasp her?

e  What is the meaning of Rav Khounia's drasha?
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Deuteronomy 27:26
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Cursed be he who will not uphold the terms of this
Teaching and observe them. And all the people
shall say, Amen!
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If it had been said Cursed be he who will not study, there would
be no possibility of getting up, but it is written (Deuteronomy
27:26) Cursed is he who will not raise the words of this law. If it
had been said She is a tree of life for those who work for her,
there would be no possibility of getting up, but it is written She
is a tree of life for those who grasp her.

Rav Houna said: If a man fails in front of a transgression, he is
liable to death by God. What must he do to live? If he can read
one page [of Torah], let him read two, if he knows by heart one
chapter [of Mishnah], let him say two. And if he cannot read or
recite, what must he do to live? Let him go and be fundraiser for
the public and raise charitable funds, and he will live. For if it
was written Cursed he be who will not study, there would be no
possibility of getting up, but it is written Cursed he be who will
not rise. If it was said She is a tree of life for those who work for
her, there would be no possibility of getting up, but it is written
She is a tree of life for those who grasp her.

(Ecclesiastes 7:12): For to be in the shelter of wisdom is to be
also in the shelter of money. Rabbi Aha in the name of Rabbi
Tanhoum son of Rabbi Hiya: Someone has learned, taught,
repeated, put in practice, and he had the (financial) possibility
to support and he did not support, he is the one who is cursed
as it is written: Cursed he be who will not rise. Rabbi Irmiya in
the name of Rabbi Hiya: if he has not learned, not done, not
repeated, not taught to others, and he has no (financial)
possibility to support but has supported, he is the one who is
Blessed.
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e What are the three stages of the drasha here?
e What does it mean to grasp the Torah?

e How do you understand the verse of the Ecclesiastes? Is there a causal relationship?
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Rav Huna and Rabbi Irmiya said in the name of Rabbi Hiya bar
Abba: in the future world the Creator will make shade and
huts to those who have good deeds on their account, near the
sons of the Torah in the Garden of Eden, and | have three
verses [for proof].

The first: For to be in the shelter of wisdom is to be also in the
shelter of money (Ecclesiastes 7:12).

Happy is the man who does this, The man who holds fast to it
(Isaiah 56: 2)

And this one: She is a tree of life to those who grasp her.

Shimon the brother of Azaria quoted his brother. Wasn't
Shimon better than Azaria? But since Azaria traded and fed
Shimon, the law is said in his name.

And it is all the same in Deuteronomy 33:18 And of Zebulun
he said: Rejoice, O Zebulun, on your journeys, And Issachar, in
your tents. Issachar was greater than Zabulon, but the latter
financed him and that is why the verse is said in his name,
Rejoice, O Zebulun, on your journeys, And Issachar, in your
tents!

Rabbi Tanhuma said: Whoever goes on a journey and does not
prepare for war, will end up losing the war. But the tribe of
Zabulon could prepare for it or not, they won, as it is written
(Chronicles 112:34) of Zebulun, those ready for service, able to
man a battle line with all kinds of weapons, 50,000, giving
support wholeheartedly. What is wholeheartedly? Whether
they prepared for it or not, they would go to war and win it.
Rabbi Yehuda ben Padia taught: Who will reveal you the truth,
first human who that have not been able to respect what you
were ordered for even one hour while your children wait to
eat their fruits for three years? Rav Huna said: When Bar
Kapara heard this he said, "Rabbi Yehuda my nephew has
spoken well, this is what is written: When you enter the land
and plant any tree for food.
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e How does the homilist try to convince people to fund those who study Torah? Does this make

you think of current ways?

e Isthere a common thread between the last two passages of the homily?

4 —Palestinian Talmud, Sota 7:4
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It is written: Cursed be he who does not raise the words of | 1NN N2T NX DYj7' X7 IWX X IO

this law. Is there a falling Torah? ?N790 NN W' DILIXTD
Shimon ben Yakim said: this is the haza? [to] the one who is | XKINY ? TAN AT DNIX D'P' 2 [IVvnY
standing. Rabbi Shimon ben Halafta said: it is the house below -y
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Yehuda said in the name of Shmuel: it is about this that Hosea
tore his clothes and said: | have to pick her up.

e How can we understand the uncertain word? Look at the Leiden manuscript.
e How does Shimon ben Yakim understand to "raise the Torah" and therefore "grasp it"?

e How does Rabbi Shimon ben Halafta understand "to raise the Torah" and therefore "to grasp
it"?
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5 - Massechet Sofrim 3:12, Israel, 8" century a':A0M9%I0 Ndon -5
He does not put it on a support where it would be TRIN X7X [...] 170 X0 X0 22 7y mne X9
hung [...] but takes it in his hands with fear and reads A aliriEalalh mi Ly el
it.

6 - Shulkhan Arukh, Safed, 1563 N' 10777 0N NI YNY NIV -6

Whoever reads the Torah must hold the scroll at the time | NYw2a NN 1902 TINKY? X NN XKIPD
of the blessing. And this custom is based on what Joshua | MAXIY AN 2V AT A0M 1DNOI :NAN .NdM
was told Let not this Book of the Teaching cease from your | 7N 7'912 1T N7INN 190 YIN' X7 YUIN'A
lips [...] Be strong and resolute. And from there we have | 1M NP7 0"onY Wni7 1N NI .ynxi
the habit of saying to whomever finishes reading the | -(R"N NINTIX DY QOI' N'2) PTN DYD 721

Torah, every time, Hazak.




